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TONGE HATTRICK IN FINAL CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP

In one of the longest one-day competitions in BCGBA history, Tonge Bowling Club (Greater Manchester) lifted the
2010 Club Championship trophy for a third time, adding to their successes in 2008 and 2009, when the competition
resumed at Centre Vale Park in Todmorden after last year’s deluge brought play to an abrupt halt.

Tonge"s win equalled tha
who were the winners in 1994, 1999 and 2003 and
ironically they would have played the three-time winners
in the opening round had they not withdrawn from the
competition.

Pudsey proved Tonge"s st
came within 16 shots of victory in the quarter-finals but
in the semi-finals and final they had no problem in
accounting for Fishwick Ramblers by 54 and Bradfield
by 32.

Before the quarter-finals could get under way there was
some unfinished business from Group 1 with the four
teams making an early start to complete their first round
matches started last October.

The holders, Lloyd Hotel (Cheshire), resumed with a 12
shot advantage over Llay Welfare after three games
completed but were unable to keep hold of their lead as
Llay pulled off a surprise victory by 4 shots. Fishwick
Ramblers and Nordley Liberals (Staffordshire) had six
games to complete and with 7 shots between the two sides
at the start of play in their unfinished match the Ramblers
added to their score to win by 29 and face Llay Welfare
for a place in the semi-finals.

Bradfield caused another surprise in the quarter-finals as
they defeated the fancied St Georges by 4 shots with Peter
Wor kf ol-k "scerecar@ Istanding out from the
otherwise close games. The South Yorkshire champions
went on to reach the final at the expense of Highway
Social with 26 shots to spare.
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The opening blocks of the final were shared two each as FINAL
Tonge took an 8-s h ot advantage. -6 Tonge Bradfield
return proved vital as did Matt Gillies comeback, running Jimmy Derby 21 | 06 | Chris Hill
out to game from 8-18. The second half of the game was Matt Gillies 21 18 | Andy Turner
more one-sided as Tonge claimed three of the four Colin Lane 12 21 | Pete Worfolk
winning cards. Gary Ellis handed in another 21-6 card Mike Holden 20 21 | Steve Lonnia
and with Stuart Mort close behind winning 21-8. Tonge Tom Dobson 21 | 15 | Matt Beever
may have become the last ever winners of the BCGBA Gary Ellis 21 | 06 | Andy Mailer
Club Championship. Stuart Mort 21 | 08 | Gary Hanson
Steve Squires 11 21 | Chris Fowler
148 | 116
QUARTER-FINALS
Llay Welfare (Wales) 124 Full details of all the

Fishwick Ramblers (North Lancs & Fylde) 137

play can be viewed or downloaded
Bradfield (South Yorkshire) 149 www.crowngreenbowls.org.
St Georges (Shropshire) 145 * The BCGBA wish P a dmedyy

Pudsey (Yorkshire) 136 recovery after his fall in his match with Jimmy Derby.

Tonge (Greater Manchester) 162 Gary was leading 13-12 at the time and slipped on the

green resulting in torn knee ligaments which will see him

Kings Heath Park (Warwick & Worcester) 115 out of action for around six weeks.

Highway Social (North Midlands) 152

Thanks are recorded to the Tonge players for their support
and in ringing for an ambulance as well as to Jimmy
Derby who donated his £30 sweep winnings to Gary.

SEMI-FINALS
Fishwick Ramblers 106 v 160 Tonge
Bradfield 148 v 121 Highway Social

Interested in becoming part of the Standard Jacks Sub Committee?

Vacancies have arisen on this important Committee
and we would be interested in hearing from you if you would like to join this team.

The Committee meet with the leading bowls manufacturers and bias testers throughout the Country on a regular basis with
the aim to ensure that all standard jacks are equal. Thenexxphase of t he Committee®s W
testing tables.

Ideally, you will possess excellent negotiating skills, have a real interest in the development of the game and have your
own transport as the role will involve some travel.

If this appeals to you, in the first instance please contact the Chief Executive Officer, John Crowther, at:
94 Fishers Lane, Pensby, Wirral, Merseyside, CH61 8SB - 0151 648 5740 - jac2lup@aol.com

All enquiries should be received by the end of April.

NR1A FORMS ARE IMPORTANT

lt*s that time of the year when we ask you to recot

This form is important to us as we endeavour to build a database of our bowling membership to enable us to speak
confidently with prospective sponsors of our great game and come into line with our colleagues at the Bowls
Development Alliance (more about this in a future edition). There is no ulterior motive as has been suggested and we are
no different to any Club, League or County Association who holds lists of their playing members.

This year the form does require Clubs to tick an age group for your members and list the date of birth of any junior bowler
(under 18 on 1st January 2011). Copies of the forms with space to cover memberships from 1 to 108 members are
available on the BCGBA website by clicking on the Finance link.

All forms must be returned to your County Secretary by Thursday 30th June.
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THREATENED BOWLING GREENS TO BE PROTECTED UNDER HOUSE OF COMMONS PROPOSALS

John Woodcock MP
Labour & Co-operative Member of Parliament for Barrow and Furness
E mail john.woodcock.mp@parliament.uk

THREATENED bowling greens could get more protection against closure under proposals
introduced to Parliament today.

Labour MP John Woodcock is introducing a bill in the House of Commons to make it easier for
bowlers to stop their local green being sold off for development.

The proposals seek to halt the growing number of bowling greens, both crown green and lawn, being
disposed of across England, often leaving thriving and active clubs with nowhere to play.

The bill would also introduce a ,community right t
co-operative to purchase the green for themselves and maintain it as a community asset.

In the UK there are approximately 400,000 bowlers across crown and flat greens. The sport remains popular with older
people, but does attract people of all ages.

But in recent years, bowling clubs have been hit as a result of struggling pubs or social clubs attempting to sell off greens
for development. More recently, a number of councils facing cuts in their funding have chosen to cease maintenance of
greens or sell them entirely.

Mr Woodcock, MP for Barrow and Furness who took up the sport as a junior crown green bowler in Sheffield, said:
“Bowling clubs are vital community hubs across the
development. That would deprive many older people of their only sport and break up the social networks that build up
around the green.

“We should strengthen planning |laws so bowlers get
togetherand buythegr eens t hemselves at a reasonable price to

The protection of bowling greens bill strengthens planning safeguards so a green that is used by an existing team cannot
be built over unless local bowlers actively consent to the sell-off.

Although existing planning laws state that bowling greens and other sporting venues should not be disposed of unless they
are surplus to requirements, developers find ways to convince councils to allow sell offs even though greens are still in
active use.

The bill would also create safeguards against sharp practices where some owners wishing to sell off a green, padlock its
gates so they can claim to planners it is no longer required.

The measures are b-eni mgt ien trmubidstvbidnmguite goveenmentsuppart to become law
but help get important issues on the political agenda.

Bowlers have urged the government to adopt the proposals to arrest the sale of greens. John Crowther, chief executive of

the British Crown Green Bowl i ng Association, said: “I wvery much
facing bowlers across the country who just want to enjoy this great sport on the greens they love. Bowlers deserve a
greater say when faced with the threatofas el | of f and these proposals woul

Tony Allcock MBE, Bowls England Chief Executive, S
but particularly as a way to keep older people active. Bowls England welcomes any moves to protect clubs in both private
and public ownership for generations to come.”

For further information, contact Jo Kibble, Parliamentary Assistant to John Woodcock MP on
jo.kibble@parliament.uk 0207 219 7008 or 0781 233 6752.
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LADIES READY FOR ANOTHER BUSY SEASON

British Crown Green Ladies Bowling Association are about to
embark on another busy season of events and Secretary Mavis
Dearden (pictured right) has spent the winter months preparing
for her 16th year in charge.
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Like their male counterparts, the ladies also start with their Club
Championship with major Club winners from the 2010 season
descending on Centre Vale Park in Todmorden on Sunday 10th
April ready for a 9.30am start.

With holders Wharton Cons (Mid Cheshire) failing to qualify
and, therefore, unable to defend their title, all eyes will be on the
two previous winners in the sixteen-strong field - St Oswalds
(Cheshire), winners in 2004 and 2007 and Wrockwardine Wood (Shropshire), the 2008 champions.

The group stages are played on a round robin basis with the four winners qualifying for the semi-finals. All games are 15
up and the full draw is:

GROUP 1 GROUP 3

Marehay (South Derbyshire) Wrockwardine Wood (Shropshire)
Acocks Green (Warwickshire) Birches Head Hotel (Staffordshire)
Amasal (South Staffordshire) North Ramsey (Isle of Man)
Norley (Mid Cheshire) Acregate (North Lancs & Fylde)
GROUP 2 GROUP 4

Roose Cons (Cumbria) Lairds (Wirral)

Haunchwood (North Warwickshire) Anglesey (Burton & District)
Fairfield (North Derbyshire) St. Oswalds (Cheshire)

Savile Park (Yorkshire) Melrose (Wirral)

A week later, Sunday 17th April, the main business of the season gets underway with the County Championship. The
twenty-two County Associations will be divided among four qualifying groups each playing one another on a round robin
basis, home and away, in 12-a-side matches. The winners of each group qualify for the section play-offs (Sunday 14th
August) of the County Championship with the runners-up entering the Waterloo Cup. Both finals culminate at the
Waterloo Hotel in Blackpool over the weekend of the 3rd and 4th of September with all twenty-four games played on the
same day.

County Champions for a second successive year, Warwickshire, will be looking for another successful season but sit out
the opening round of matches. Waterl oo Cup wWinners
by stepping up to the County Championship title but to do that they will have to overcome Warwickshire as both Counties
have been drawn in the same group.

Opening fixtures are

Group 1: North Derbyshire v North Shropshire; North Lancs & Fylde v Wales; Dudley & District (bye).

Group 2: Cumbria v Staffordshire; South Yorkshire v Yorkshire; Warwickshire (bye).

Group 3: Greater Manchester v Shropshire; Lancashire v Mid Cheshire; Cheshire (bye).

Group 4: Burton & District v Wirral; Coventry & District v South Staffordshire; North Warwickshire v South
Derbyshire.

Qualifying will continue on Sundays 15th May, 5th June, 26th June and 24th July and updates will appear in BCGBA
News.

DIARY DATES

Saturday 21st May - Junior Ladies County Championship at Helsby Community Sports Club
Tuesday 28th June - Veterans County Champions at Centre Vale Park, Todmorden

Saturday 9th July - BCGLBA Merit at Bridgewater BC, North Shropshire

Saturday 13th August - Dorothy Piearce Memorial Pairs at Florence T & BC, Stoke-on-Trent
Sunday 21st August - Average Winners Classic at Winnington Park Recreation Club, Northwich
Sunday 25th September - Junior Merit at Owley Wood BC, Mid Cheshire

Sunday 2nd October - Champion of Champions at Waterloo Hotel, Blackpool
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WORLD CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP UNDER WAY

The new World Club Championship, being run in partnership with Irlam Steel, is now underway with two qualifying

sessions completed and two remaining.

The original British Team Championships was started by Irlam Steel member Roy Bate way back in 1976 but on a sombre
notet he 2011 event began with a minute"s silencs&yedro

The highlight of the opening day®“s play wa sand LtidydeHotel |
(Cheshire) with the twice winners Garswood Hall coming out on top with 23 shots to spare. They then went on to qualify
for finals day at the expense of Cumbrian side King Alfred claiming all eight blocks and drew number seven which will

see them placed on green 2 on finals day.

The second qualifier from the opening week was Meersbrook who got past St Georges (Shropshire) by 7 in the opening
round and reached the last eight with victory over Chadsmoor Progressive (Staffordshire) by 20. Ironically, they drew

number eight.

The second week had St Josephs, the defending Irlam champions, in action and they booked their finals day place at the
expenses of Thongsbridge (Yorkshire) and locals Springbank (Greater Manchester). Joining them in the last 8 will be

Pudsey who accounted for Bollington (Cheshire) and Gresford Colliery (Wales).

Finals day is Sunday 17th April where play once again gets underway at 11am. If you are intending to support your team,

Irlam Steel (M44 6 AJ) is just a 10/15 minutes drive from junction 21 of the M62.
The draw so far is:

Green 1
1v?2
3 v St Josephs (North Lancs & Fylde)

Green 2
5 v Pudsey (Yorkshire)
Garswood Hall (Lancashire) v Meersbrook (South Yorkshire)

SUNDAY 3rd APRIL

No.1 Green

King George V (Warwick & Worcester) v Tonge (Greater Manchester)
West Derby Recs (Merseyside) v Birches Head Hotel (Potteries & District)
No.2 Green

Moseley Cricket Club (Warwick & Worcester) v Llay Welfare (Wales)
Old Whittington (British Parks) v Middleport Park (Potteries & District)

SUNDAY 10th APRIL

No.1 Green

Denbigh Lower Park (Wales) v Haunchwood (North Midlands)

Swadlincote Catholics (Derbyshire) v Bradfield (South Yorkshire)

No.2 Green

Littleover (Derbyshire) v Bellingham (Lancashire)

Willenhall Nordley (Staffordshire) v Fishwick Ramblers (North Lancs & Fylde)

Results of alBCGBA competitionsare updated as soon as each round is completed
and can be viewed or downloaded at

www.crowngreenbowls.org.
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WEB LINKS

There are many excellent crown green bowling websites
on the World Wide Web which contain a host of
information both nationally and locally and a large
number have a forum facility where you can add your
two-penneth worth.

Below are lists of website addresses which you may find
of interest.

British Crown Green Bowling Association
www.crowngreenbowls.org

The website of the National Governing Body. Contains
information on all matters relating to the Association and
results of competitions are usually updated as a
competition is in progress. You can access the various
websites of County Associations through the easy to
navigate links.

Arthur Land

www.crowngreenland.co.uk

The brainchild of Arthur Land and probably one of the
first websites to cover results of crown green bowls.
Art hur " s website i s reg
competitions and competition draws.

21up

www.21up.co.uk

A subscription website which covers all aspects of crown
green bowling and includes a highly popular forum.
Webmaster Jeff Russell should be commended for the
mounds of information he has included in his website
which must take up countless hours of his time every day.
It is well worth the subscription charge.

Beighton Bowler

www.glenpayroll.co.uk/bowls

A website put together by South Yorkshire County player
Andy Mailer which covers both local and national news,
competitions news and a forum facility amongst others.

North Wales

www.no rth-wales-bowling.co.uk

A website that covers everything about bowling in North
Wales. This website also has a forum facility and has
links to Clubs, Leagues and the Welsh Crown Green
Bowling Association.

Shropshire Premier Bowling League
www.spbl.btinternet.co.uk

The first Premier Bowling League to be formed and a
model which Manchester, South Yorkshire and
Staffordshire have followed. Results of league matches
are updated on the night of play (Friday) and there are
links to the Shropshire Bowls Forum and Shropshire
Ladies website.

Talking Bowls

www.talkingbowls.com

A website predominantly about Midland bowls but also
covers national news. Also has a forum link —P a dgg e "
Place. The website is the mastermind of webmaster Paul
Hickman who also designed the BCGBA website.

SUGGESTION TO REVAMP
VETERANS COUNTY CHAMPIONSHIP

Competitions Officer, Mac Farlow (pictured below), has
put forward a suggestion to change the format of the
Veterans County Championship to address the
complaints of the day being too long.

Currently, the competition is played all on one day with
the 16 Country Associations divided into four groups,
playing each other on a round-robin basis, with the
winners qualifying for the semi-finals and, if successful,
the final. This requires an early start and late return for
some County Associations and, with the prospect of
having played five games during the competition, it
does make for a very tiring day.

Mac"“s suggestion is to
into four regional zones, playing each other on a round-
robin basis, with the winners of each zone qualifying for
the semi-finals, which, together with the final, would be
completed on a separate date and at a neutral venue.

This should reduce the amount of travel time and with
the zonal matches played in each County on a rota basis
will reduce the amount of games played on the day.

Mac®“s suggestion is now
Secretary and any feedback should, in the first instance,
be directed to them. The matter will then be discussed at
the next Management Committee Meeting in June
where any decision will be relayed through BCGBA
NEWS.

Whatever decision is taken at that meeting, a change of
rule would be needed at the 2012 Rules Revision
Meeting
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ROSS IS FIRST TO QUALIFY FOR CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS

The Tony PagettOpen i s quickly being recognised as the ,of
best competitions in the Country by being selected as a BCGBA Champion of Champions qualifying event.

The large Cradley Libscr owd wer e entertained with both fantast
with several close games and no shortage of close quality bowling.

Ross Dunkley (pictured), cheered on by his Selly Park team-mates, constantly impressed with a runaway victory over Rob
Fitzpatrick (21-7), a tight fought battle of excellence with Ant Aldridge (21-19), a battle of attrition against Nick Peters
(21-15) and an impressive comeback to beat Paul Hemming (21-13) in the semi-final.

Meanwhile in the very strong bottom half of the field, few expected
C h a d s mMebBEvahsgo roll back the years and take on some of the very best
players in the game today. After beating Chris Brown (21-18) in an excellent
game, competition favourite Simon Coupe (21-16) was next to fall in one of the
games of the day. Two outstanding bowls in the final end of the quarter-final
saw Mel overcome Peter Farmer (21-20) and despite being impressive all day
IvanSmout (21-14) coul dn®"t stop Mel reach

For the large crowd that had been at the venue since 11am, the final itself was
worth waiting for with each bowler pulling off incredible shotson t h e
favoured marks.

At 12-10 to Dunkley, no-one could predict the winner but Ross came up with
two magnificent dead weight bowls to increase the gap to 4 shots that, despite a
late rally from the Staffordshire legend, could not be dragged back with Dunkley finally taking the title with a 21-16
victory.

Competition organiser, Mandy Pagett, was delighted with the |l arge tur
bowling from those on display, many of whom will no doubt be joining Ross Dunkley at the BCGBA Champion of
Champions event in Blackpool at the end of the season.

Three more qualifiers will be known by mid April with the Cumbrian Merit, Coors Meole Brace Open and CCF Open
reaching their conclusion.

Cumbria are the first of the County Associations to complete their Merit competition and will be using Kendal Victoria
BC & Burneside BC on Sunday 3rd April to find their COC representative.

The Coors Meole Brace Open, played at Meole Brace BC (SY3 9JJ) in Shrewsbury, is also played on Sunday 3rd April
and their final rounds start at 11.30am. With the holder, Matt Gilmore, failing to qualify a new name will be etched of the
Doug Marrs Shield.

The Full draw is:

Elliott McGuinness (The George) v Clay Flattley (Castlefields); Brian Shore (Childs Ercall) v Jesse James (Castlefields);
Neil Worthington (Stretton Anglesey) v Andy Milsom (Stretton Anglesey); Steve Curbishley (Cunliffe) v Ant Aldridge
(Nordley).

Dave Burton (Hanwood) v Glynn Storer (Windmill); Colin Leishman (Denton) v Stuart Rutter (Wrockwardine Wood);
Nick Beard (Ludlow Castle) v Danny Ferris (Congleton Park); Callum Wraight (Castlefields) v Joe Williamson (Birches
Head Hotel).

Gerald Merry (Delamere) v Gavin Dunkley (Moseley CC); Andy Hughes (Gresford Colliery) v Paul Stretton (Belvedere);
Lee Dale (Middleport Park) v Martin Lloyd (Chester Road); Vic Gray (Windmill) v Chris Macdonald (Congleton).
Russell Davies (Burway) v Darren Smith (Stretton Anglesey); Steve Wallace (Greville Arms) v Kevin Nicholas (Gresford
Colliery); Graeme Wilson (Lower Hopton) v Dave Jackson (Lloyd Hotel); Gerwyn Davies (Gresford Colliery) v Phil
Clinton (The George).

Further south the CCF Open played at West Bromwich Supporters Club (B70 8LD) has an 11am start and they complete
their annual event on Sunday 10th April. There will be a new name on the trophy this year as defending champion, Chris
Mordue, bowed out in his second qualifying game. The Full draw was not available at the time of going to press.
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CHAMPION OF CHAMPIONS DIARY

Saturday 1st October 2011 6 Waterloo Hotel, Blackpool 6 10am

FINAL
Sunday 27 March (11am)

COMPETITION
Tony Pagett Opet Cradley Liberal Club (B63 2TN)

QUALIFIER

Ross Dunkley

Sunday 3 April (3@Gm)

Coors Meole Brace OpsrMeole Brace BC (SY3 9JJ)

Sunday 3 April

Cumbria MeratKendaVictori®8C& BurasideBC

Sunday 10 Afitam)

CCF Open (WBFS€EWest Bromwich Supporters Club (B70 8LD)

Sunday 22 May

Isle of Man Merit

Sunday 22 May

Lancashire Merit

Saturday 28 May

Merseyside Merit

Sunday 29 May (9.30am)

Spring Waterloat Waterloo Hb(F Y4 2 AF)

Monday 30 May

Potteries & District Merit

Monday 30 May

South Yorkshire Merit

Monday 30 May

Yorkshire MergtHarold ClutBO12 0UD)

Saturday 4 June North Lancs & Fylde MaiSkerton Libs BC (LA1 2AJ)
Sunday 19 June Cheshire Merét Grapes Inn BC (WA7 5EG)

Sunday 19 June Staffordshire Merit

Friday 24 June Isle of Man June Festival

Saturday 25 June Greater Manchester Matitviddleton Cons

Sunday 26 June Derbyshire Merit

Sunday 26 June North Midlands Merit

Sunday 26 June Shropshire Merit

Sunday 26 June Wales Merit

Sunday 26 June Warwick & Worcester Merit

Saturday 2nd J@B0pm) John Smiths Classat Cleckheaton Sports (BD19 3UD)

Wednesday 6 July (10am)

BCGBA Jack & Jean Isherwood Veterans Champien&tiges C & R Club (SY13 2D

Saturday 16 Julpi®)

Hillcrest Complete Packaging Services Classidicrest BC (HX6 2HD)

Sunday 24 July (11am)

South Leeds Classic

Friday 29 July

Freeport Fleetwood Bowls Festival

Saturday 30 July (10am)

BCGBA Padders feelgoodfeet Senior Individualdvieeible Brace BC (SY3 9JT)

Sunday 14 August

British Parks Merit

Saturday 20 August (10am)

BCGBA Junior Individual MatitVinnington Park BC (CW8 4BH)

Wednesday 14 September (10:

Waterloo World Championship/Naterloo Hotel (FY4 2AF)

Sunday 18eptember

James Birks Memorial Midland Masters

Friday 23 September

Isle of Man September Festival

RESERVEOMPETITI@GNin order)

Saturday 17th September (5.3C Brighouse ClassiatBrighous&ports Club (HBBEX)

Saturday 3rd September (5.30r Spen MasteratSpen Victori@B & A(BD194PJ

Saturday 248eptember (5.30pn Coors Pudsey ClassitPusey BQLS288JQ

Played in October 2010

Donnington Wood Dickie Bond Classic

Dean Ferris

Sunday 8 May (2pm)

The Riley Trophy (Wolstantati\blstanton BST 50HY

Saturday 13th August (5.30pm) Carlsherg Olympic ClassitOlympic BGL9 DG)

Sunday 14th August (1pm) Richmond ClassiatRichmond BL6 5AB

Sunday 21st August (1.30pm) Moorside ClassiatMoorside Crick&tBowling CI{®L42ND

TBC George MasteaThe George BB68 9L

Sunday 28th August (5.30pm) Wharton Cons OpeatWharton Conservative QUW73EB

Sunday 14th Aug(igim)

West Melton Victory CapWest Melton WB336DG)

Played in October 2010

Arthur Johnson Memorial

Darren Plenderleith
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